[Familial cardiomyopathy with different clinical features in individual members].
The mother and three children of a family whose parents were consanguineous, each had cardiomyopathy with various patterns of hypertrophy and dilatation. All members had asymmetrical septal hypertrophy (ASH), and three of them were characterized as hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (HCM). Another one had ventricular dilatation mimicking dilated cardiomyopathy (DCM). Case 1: The 57-year-old mother had a typical ASH pattern; her septal/posterior wall thickness ratio (IVST/LVPWT) was 2.5. Case 2: The 37-year-old daughter had basal septal hypertrophy. Case 3: The 32-year-old elder son had typical concentric hypertrophy. Case 4: The 30-year-old younger son had an episode of congestive heart failure, and showed DCM-like features with considerable dilatation and impaired wall motion of the left ventricle. The hypertrophic pattern in cardiomyopathies is thought to depend partially on the ages of the onset, or its evolution with aging.